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ORDER OF THE STATE OF WISCONSIN NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD REPEALING, 
RENUMBERING, AMENDING, AND CREATING RULES

The Wisconsin Natural Resources Board proposes an order to repeal NR 10.07(1)(g) and 10.11(1)(a), renumber NR
10.001(9b) to (10m), amend NR 10.001(2s); and to create NR 10.001(1r), (7e), (10), (10c), (12), (21m), and (23e), 10.07(2)
and (2m), 19.001(1m), (4), (4m), (6d), (6h), (12e) and (15m), and 19.60 relating to the regulation of baiting and feeding to
control and manage chronic wasting disease and bovine tuberculosis.

WM-35-04 (E)

Analysis Prepared by Department of Natural Resources

Statutory Authority: Statutes that authorize the promulgation of this rule order include ss. 29.014 , 29.063, 29.335, 29.336,
227.11 and 227.24, Stats. These sections grant authority to the department to promulgate rules pertaining to hunting, feeding
wildlife and management of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), subject to the conditions established for promulgating
emergency rules under s. 227.24, Stats. 

Statutes Interpreted: In promulgating this rule ss. 29.014 , 29.063, 29.335 and 29.336, Stats., have been interpreted as
allowing the department the authority to establish restrictions on the feeding of wildlife for hunting and non-hunting purposes
to prevent the spread and establishment of the CWD.

Plain Language Rule Analysis: Since the discovery of CWD in Wisconsin’s free-roaming deer herd in February 2002, the
Governor, the legislature, and the Natural Resources Board have given the Department of Natural Resources the directive to
control the spread of CWD from its current known location and to eradicate the disease where is exists. Additionally, an
Environmental Impact Statement completed in conjunction with last year’s CWD rules, identified feeding of deer for hunting
and non-hunting purposes as risks for the spread of CWD. This rule is similar to last year’s CWD baiting and feeding
emergency rule order, which banned baiting and feeding in 24 southern Wisconsin counties at greatest risk for CWD.
Specifically, this rule establishes guidelines for feeding wildlife and feeding for hunting purposes (baiting). 

General provisions: This rule provides definitions of terms used but not clearly defined in statute, such as animal part or
animal by-product, feeding site, owner-occupied residence, business, bait and feed. Additionally, terms created specifically for
these rules are defined and include definitions of “hunt over”, platted land, small mammals, decoy, bird feeding device or
structure and scent. Additionally, this rule prohibits baiting and feeding statewide, except for baiting as allowed for bear and
deer hunting (as well as exceptions for trapping furbearers, scientific research, and other special permitted situations) in
limited areas and feeding of deer and other wild animals and birds within specified guidelines. 

Other general provisions include a prohibition on any feed material that contains animal parts or animal by-products. Elevated
or automatic feeders that are designed to deposit feed to the ground are also prohibited. 

Deer Baiting: Deer baiting is prohibited in any county where CWD eradication zones or herd reduction zones have been
established in the county or a portion of the county; or a CWD or bovine tuberculosis positive captive or free-roaming,
domestic or wild animal has been confirmed after December 31, 1997 from the county; or if the county or portion of the
county is within a 10 mile radius of a captive or free-roaming, domestic or wild animal that has been tested and confirmed to
be positive for CWD or bovine tuberculosis after December 31, 1997. Additional counties meeting these criteria can be
included in the ban by secretary’s order.

Outside this area, deer baiting is allowed within the parameters established by 2003 Wisconsin Act 240 and this rule. Bait or
feed may be placed and used for hunting deer outside of the banned counties, except no person may place, use or hunt over
bait or feed during the closed season for hunting deer. For the purpose of this rule the closed season will not include the Friday
prior to the deer bow or gun seasons. So, hunters will be allowed to place legal feeding sites on the day prior to the opening of
the deer bow and gun seasons. Deer hunters may not place, use or hunt over bait or feed in excess of 2 gallons at any feeding
site. No person may place, use or hunt over more than 1 feeding site on each contiguous parcel of platted land that is less than
40 acres in size or on each full 40 acre quarter quarter section of platted land.  Parcels or tracts of land that do not touch but are
separated only by a town, county or state highway are considered contiguous. An individual may place no more than one bait
site per 40 acres. Additionally, the rule clarifies that feeding sites may not be located within 100 yards of any other feeding site
located on the same parcel of platted land. 
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Bear Baiting: Bear baiting rules are clarified and certain regulations are put in place to assure that the unintentional feeding
or baiting of deer does not occur. Bear baits may only be placed, used or hunted over from April 15 through the end of the bear
season. Baits for bear may not be in excess of 10 gallons at any feeding site. Additionally, bait must be totally enclosed in a
hollow log, a hole in the ground or stump which is capped with logs, rocks or other naturally occurring and unprocessed
substances which prevent deer from accessing the bait material.  However, liquid scent used for hunting of bear or training
bear dogs does not need to be enclosed.

Feeding: Feeding for deer and other animals is prohibited in any county where CWD eradication zones or herd reduction
zones have been established in the county or a portion of the county; or a CWD or bovine tuberculosis positive captive or free-
roaming, domestic or wild animal has been confirmed after December 31, 1997 from the county, or if the county or portion of
the county is within a 10 mile radius of a captive or free-roaming, domestic or wild animal that has been tested and confirmed
to be positive for CWD or bovine tuberculosis after December 31, 1997. 

In other areas, no one may place more than 1 feeding site for each owner-occupied residence or business and the feeding site may
not contain more than 2 gallons of feeding material. This site must also be within 50 yards of any owner occupied residence or
business. The feeding site or feed material may not be located within 100 yards from a roadway, having a posted speed limit of 45
miles per hour or more.

The rule also clarifies that there are a number of circumstances where feeding is allowed statewide including: 
1. Material placed solely for the purpose of attracting and feeding wild birds and small mammals when placed in bird

feeding devices and structures at a sufficient height or design to prevent access by deer and only when the structures
and devices are no further than 50 yards from a dwelling devoted to human occupancy. However, if the department
determines that wild deer are utilizing bird feeding devices or structures, the devices or structures shall be enclosed or
elevated higher to prevent access by deer.

2. Feeding of wild animals, other than deer, elk or bear, by hand if the feed is placed not more than 30 feet away from
the person feeding, and the person feeding makes all reasonable attempts to clean up the unconsumed food before
moving a distance greater than 30 feet from the deposited food.

3. Food deposited by natural vegetation or found solely as a result of normal agricultural or gardening practices.
4. Standing crops planted and left standing as wildlife food plots that may be used by wild animals.
5. The placement of plain water for drinking or for bird baths.
6. The use of scents, provided the material is not accessible for consumption by deer or elk. 
7. Food or bait material placed or used for fish, reptiles, amphibians or arthropods, provided the material is not

accessible to bear, deer or elk.

Federal Regulatory Analysis: Provided state rules and statutes do not relieve individuals from the restrictions, requirements
and conditions of Federal statutes and regulations, regulation of hunting and trapping of wild animals has been delegated to
state fish and wildlife agencies. Other than Federally listed migratory Game birds, no Federal regulations regarding feeding or
baiting of other wild animals exist. Additionally, none of the proposed rules exceed the authorities granted the states in 50
CFR 10.

State Regulatory Analysis: 

Illinois: Illinois instituted statewide restrictions on baiting and feeding shortly after the discovery of CWD in the wild deer
population.  The current administrative rule states that it is illegal to make certain materials available to deer including food,
salt, mineral blocks, or other products meant for ingestion. Some exceptions do exist.  It remains legal to: 

� Place elevated feeders providing seed, grain, fruit, or suet to birds located within 100 feet of a dwelling devoted to
human occupancy

� Incidentally feed deer within active livestock operations
� Leave standing crops as food plots for wildlife
� Bait deer in accordance with scientific permits and other permits issued by the Illinois Department of Natural

Resources

Iowa: Iowa does not allow the baiting of deer for hunting purposes.  Bait is defined as, “means grain, fruit, vegetables, nuts,
hay, salt, mineral blocks or any other natural food materials, commercial products containing natural food materials or by-
products of such materials placed in an area for the purpose of attracting wildlife.  Bait does not include food placed during
normal agricultural activities.” Iowa does allow the recreational feeding of deer.   Feeding deer for the purpose of recreational
viewing is allowed in any amount.
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Michigan:  Michigan has special regulations related to baiting and feeding deer because of the influence of bovine
tuberculosis.  Baiting and feeding is strictly prohibited in seven northeastern counties including Alcona, Alpena, Crawford,
Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, and Presque Isle. Throughout the remainder of the state baiting is allowed.  However, the
volume of bait scattered on the ground cannot exceed 2 gallons at any one hunting site at any time, statewide.  Furthermore,
baiting can only occur from October 1 to January 1.  The bait material may be of any food type.  The bait must be dispersed
over a minimum of a 10-foot by 10-foot area.  The bait can be scattered directly on the ground by any means.

Supplemental feeding of deer is prohibited in Michigan, except in Ontonagon, Houghton, Keweenaw, Baraga, Alger, Luce,
and those portions of Marquette and Chippewa counties north of the T43N-T44N boundary line if certain conditions are met.
Specifically, permission to feed must be granted from the landowner and a permit must be acquired.  Furthermore, feeding
may only occur from the Monday following January 1 to May 15 in any calendar year.  Feed must be placed ¼ mile or more
from the nearest paved road unless otherwise stipulated in the permit.  All feed must be placed at least 1 mile from cattle,
goats, sheep, camelids, bison, swine, horses or captive cervids.  Feed must also be placed at least 1 mile from wheat fields,
potato fields, commercial fruit orchards, and commercial plantings of nursery stock.  Feed must consist solely of grains and
pelletized food materials containing no animal protein which is scattered or dispersed directly upon the ground to a depth
which shall not exceed 3 inches.  Finally, the person issued the permit must agree to assist the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources in the collection of deer tissue for disease surveillance purposes.

Minnesota: Minnesota does not allow the baiting of deer for hunting purposes.  Specifically, no person may place or use bait
for the purpose of taking deer.  “Bait” is defined as grain, fruit, vegetables, nuts, hay, or other food transported and placed for
the purpose of attracting or enticing deer.  This restriction does not apply to foods resulting from normal or accepted farming,
forest management, wildlife management, orchard management, or similar land management activities.  Liquid scents, salt,
and minerals are not considered bait.

Minnesota does allow the recreational feeding of deer.   Feeding deer for the purpose of recreational viewing is allowed in any
amount.  However, there are special provisions in place to make feeding illegal if CWD is ever detected in the wild deer
population.

Section 1.   NR 10.001(1r) is created to read.  

NR 10.001(1r) “Animal part or animal by-product”, for the purposes of ss. 29.336(3)(d) and (4)(d), Stats., means
honey, bones, fish, meat, cheese, solid animal fat, animal carcass or parts of animal carcasses, but does not include liquid
scents.

Section 2.   NR 10.001(2s) as renumbered by WM-02-04 is amended to read.  

NR 10.001(2s) For  “Bait”, for the purposes of this chapter, "bait" means honey and any solid or nonliquid any
material  attractive placed or used to wildlife attract wild animals, including liquid scent and feed that is used for hunting
purposes under s. 29.336(4), Stats.

Section 3. NR 10.001(7e) is created to read.

NR 10.001(7e) "Decoy" means the replica of an animal used to attract wild animals for the purpose of hunting, but
does not include any food materials that can be consumed by any wild animal.  For the purpose of this chapter, a decoy is not
considered bait.

Section 4. NR 10.001 (9b) to (10m) are renumbered (9c), (9g), (9n), 9(r), (9w), (10g), and (10n).

Section 5. NR 10.001(10) is created to read.

NR 10.001(10) "Feed" means any material that may attract or be consumed by wild animals that is placed for any
non-hunting purposes including recreational and supplemental feeding under ss. 29.335 and 29.336, Stats., but does not
include plain drinking water.

Section 6. NR 10.001(10c) is created to read.

NR 10.001(10c) "Feeding site" means any location or area in which bait or feed is placed or deposited or that
contains bait or feed material used to attract wild animals for recreational and supplemental feeding or for hunting purposes. 
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Section 7. NR 10.001(12) is created to read.

NR 10.001(12) "Hunt over" means hunting within 100 yards of any feeding site or sites where a person knows or
reasonably should know that the area contains one or more feeding sites.

Section 8. NR 10.001(21m) is created to read.

NR 10.001(21m) "Platted land" means those lands that are shown in a published plat book where the owner or
owners of record of all tracts or portions of the land are identical except for spouses qualifying as joint owners under the
Wisconsin marital property law.  

Section 9. NR 10.001(23e) is created to read.

NR 10.001(23e) "Scent" means any material, except honey, used to attract wild animals solely by its odor.

Section 10. NR 10.07(1)(g) is repealed.

Section 11. NR 10.07(2) is created to read.

NR 10.07(2) GENERAL BAITING REGULATIONS. (a) General prohibition.  1. No person may place, use or hunt over
bait or feed material for the purpose of hunting wild animals or training dogs, except as provided in par. (b) or sub. (2m), or as
authorized by a permit or license issued under s. 29.614(1) or 169.25(1)(a), Stats., or s. NR 12.06(11) or 12.10(1). 

Note:  s. 29.614, Stats., states:   Scientific collector permit.  (1) Application for a scientific collector permit shall be submitted to the department.
The department may issue a scientific collector permit if the department determines that the applicant is a natural person and is engaged in a bona fide
program leading to increased, useful scientific knowledge.

Note:  s. 169.25, Stats., states:   Scientific research license.  (1)  Issuance.  (a)  The department shall issue a scientific research license to any person
who is engaged in a study or in research that the department determines will lead to increased, useful scientific knowledge and who files a proper application
and who pays the applicable fee.

2. No person may hunt or train dogs over bait or a feeding site that is in violation of s. 29.336(4), Stats., this section, or
in violation of the feeding prohibitions of s. NR 19.60, unless the area is completely free of bait or feed material for at least 10
consecutive days prior to hunting, pursuing animals or dog training. 

Note: s. 29.336 (4) states that a person may feed deer for hunting purposes in counties not included in the rules promulgated under sub. (2) during any
season open for hunting deer if all of the following apply:

(a) Not more than 2 gallons of material are at the feeding site.
(b) No feeding site is closer than 100 yards of another feeding site.
(c) The person does not place more than 2 gallons of material in any area comprising 40 acres or less.
(d) The material used to feed deer does not contain any animal part or animal byproduct.

Note: Removal of unlawfully placed bait or feed material does not preclude the issuance of a citation for the original placement of the unlawful
baiting or feeding material. 

(b)  General exceptions.  A person may place, use or hunt over bait or feed as follows: 
1.  For the purpose of hunting bear and bear dog training in compliance with sub. (2m).
2.  For the purpose of hunting deer in compliance with sub. (2m).
3.  Scent may be used for hunting game and except as allowed under subd. 4., the scent may not be placed or

deposited in a manner that it is accessible for consumption by deer or elk, and scents shall be removed daily at the end of
hunting hours for deer established in s. NR 10.06(5). 

4.  Two ounces or less of scent may be placed, used or deposited in any manner for hunting game and does not need
to be removed daily at the end of hunting hours.

5.  With the aid of material deposited by natural vegetation or material found solely as a result of normal agricultural
or gardening practices.

6.  With the aid of crops planted and left standing as wildlife food plots.
7.  With the aid of feed material placed in a bird feeding structure or device in accordance with s. 29.337, Stats.
8.  For the purpose of hunting coyote, fox, raccoon and unprotected species over bait or feed placed in compliance

with this section or s. NR 19.60, if the hunting involves the release and use of trailing hounds.
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Note: 29.337 Hunting and trapping by landowners and occupants.   (1) The owner or occupant of any land, and any member of his or her family,
may hunt or trap beaver, coyotes, foxes, raccoons, woodchucks, rabbits, and squirrels on the land without a license issued under this chapter or ch. 169 at any
time, except as follows:

(a)  An owner or occupant may not hunt any of these wild animals during the period of 24 hours before the time for commencement of the deer hunting
season in any area where an open season for hunting deer with firearms is established.

(b)  Such persons may not hunt coyotes during an open season for hunting deer with firearms in an area that is closed by the department by rule to
coyote hunting.

Note: Placing or using bait for purposes of trapping is regulated by ss. NR 10.13(1)(b), 19.27, 19.275 and not this subsection, baiting for migratory
birds is regulated by s. NR 10.12(1)(h) and not this subsection. This subsection does not prohibit hunting with the use of decoys except as already prohibited
under ss. NR 10.12(1)(f) and (g) and 10.25(4)(d).

Section 12. NR 10.07(2m) is created to read.

NR 10.07(2m) BEAR AND DEER BAITING REGULATIONS. (a) Affected area. This section applies to deer and bear
hunting statewide, except for baiting deer in the areas described in par. (b) where baiting for deer is prohibited.

(b) Excluded area. Deer baiting and feeding is prohibited in entire counties where:
1. CWD eradication zones or herd reduction zones have been established in the county or a portion of the county, or
2. A CWD or bovine tuberculosis positive captive or free-roaming, domestic or wild animal has been confirmed after

December 31, 1997 from the county, or
3. The county or portion of the county is within a 10 mile radius of a captive or free-roaming, domestic or wild

animal that has been tested and confirmed to be positive for CWD or bovine tuberculosis after December 31, 1997.

(c) Inclusion of additional counties. 1. The department may add additional counties under par. (b) if they meet the
criteria established in par. (b)1., 2. or 3.

2. The prohibitions and exemptions in this subsection shall become effective upon issuance of an order and
publication in the official state newspaper. In addition, a notice of the order shall be provided to newspapers, legislators, and
hunting license outlets in the area affected.

(d)  Bear hunting and bear dog training.  Bait or feed may be placed and used for the purpose of hunting bear or
training bear dogs, except no person may place, use or hunt over bait or feed:

1.  Beginning the day after the bear season closes and continuing through the following April 14th.  
2.  In excess of 10 gallons of bait or feed at any feeding site.
3.  That is not totally enclosed in a hollow log, a hole in the ground or stump which is capped with logs, rocks or

other naturally occurring and unprocessed substances which prevents deer from accessing the material.  Liquid scent used for
hunting of bear or training bear dogs does not need to be enclosed. 

4.  Unless, when the bait or feeding site is checked or re-baited, all bait that has been uncovered is again enclosed and
made inaccessible to deer in accordance with subd. 3.

(e)  Deer hunting.  Bait or feed may be placed and used for hunting deer outside of the counties described in par. (b),
except no person may place, use or hunt over bait or feed:

1.  During the closed season for hunting deer.  For the purpose of this paragraph, the open season for hunting of deer
includes the 24-hour period prior to the deer seasons established in s. NR 10.01(3)(e) and (es).

Note:  The 24-hour period refers to the period from 12:00am to 11:59 pm on the day immediately before the season.

2.  In excess of 2 gallons of bait or feed at any feeding site. 
3.  At more than one feeding site on each contiguous parcel of platted land that is less than 40 acres in size or on each

full quarter quarter section of platted land.  Parcels or tracts of land that do not touch but are separated only by a town, county
or state highway are considered contiguous. 

4.  At any feeding site that is located within 100 yards of any other feeding site located on the same parcel of platted
land. 

5.  If the person doing the hunting is within 100 yards of more than 2 gallons of bait or feed located on the same
parcel of platted land.

(f)  Additional prohibitions. For bear hunting and bear dog training and for deer hunting outside of the counties
described in par. (b), no person may place, use or hunt over bait or feed that:

1.  Contains or is contained within metal, paper, plastic, glass, wood or other similar processed materials.  This
subdivision does not apply to bait or feed placed in hollow logs or stumps or to scent materials.

2.  Contains any animal part or animal by-product.
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3.  Is located within 50 yards of any trail, road or campsite used by the public, or within 100 yards from a roadway,
as defined in s. 340.01 (54), Stats., having a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour or more.

4.  Is contained in or deposited by an automatic or elevated feeder that is designed to deposit bait or feed on the ground.

Note:  s. 340.01(54), Stats., "Roadway" means that portion of a highway between the regularly established curb lines or that portion which is improved,
designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, excluding the berm or shoulder.  In a divided highway the term "roadway" refers to each roadway separately but not
to all such roadways collectively.

(g)  Valid approval required.  1. No person may hunt over bait or feed material placed for bear without possessing a
valid unused class A bear license and carcass tag.

2. No person may hunt over bait or feed material placed for deer without possessing an appropriate valid unused
archery or gun deer license and carcass tag.

Note: Removal of unlawfully placed bait or feed material does not preclude the issuance of a citation for the original placement of the unlawful
baiting or feeding material.

Section 13. NR 10.11(1)(a)  is repealed.

Section 14.   NR 19.001(1m) is created to read.  

NR 19.001(1m) “Animal part or animal by-product” has the meaning given in s. NR 10.001(1r).

Section 15. NR 19.001(4) is created to read.

NR 19.001(4) “Bird feeding devices and structures” means any device or structure that has the primary purpose of
attracting or feeding birds or small mammals.  

Section 16.   NR 19.001(4m) is created to read

NR 19.001(4m) “Business” means a building used primarily to carry out commercial activities at which regular
scheduled business hours are maintained for employees and the public such as restaurants and retail stores, but does not include
associated lands, warehouses, outbuildings or other buildings that are not normally open to the public. 

Section 17. NR 19.001(6d) is created to read.

NR 19.001(6d) "Feed" has the meaning given in s. NR 10.001(10).

Section 18. NR 19.001(6h) is created to read.

NR 10.001(6h) "Feeding site" has the meaning given in s. NR 10.001(10c).

Section 19. NR 19.001(12e) is created to read.

NR 19.001(12e) "Owner-occupied residence" for the purpose of this section means a dwelling or building devoted to
human occupancy when used while feeding deer as a residence by the owner, members of the owners immediate family, or
when used as a residence by individuals as a rental property while feeding deer.

Section 20. NR 19.001(15m) is created to read.

NR 19.001(15m) “Small mammals” mean all mammals other than bear, deer and elk.
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Section 21. NR 19.60 is created to read. 

NR 19.60 Feeding of wild animals. (1) GENERAL PROHIBITIONS. (a) No person may place, deposit or allow the
placement of any material to feed or attract wild animals for non-hunting purposes including recreational and supplemental
feeding, except as provided in sub. (2) or (3), or as specifically authorized in a permit or license issued under s. 29.614(1) or
169.25(1)(a), Stats., or s. NR 12.06(11) or 12.10(1).

Note:  s. 29.614, Stats., states:  Scientific collector permit.  (1)Application for a scientific collector permit shall be submitted to the department.
The department may issue a scientific collector permit if the department determines that the applicant is a natural person and is engaged in a bona fide
program leading to increased, useful scientific knowledge.

Note:  s. 169.25, Stats., states:  Scientific research license.  (1)  Issuance.  (a)  The department shall issue a scientific research license to any person
who is engaged in a study or in research that the department determines will lead to increased, useful scientific knowledge and who files a proper application
and who pays the applicable fee.

(b) Any person placing feed to attract wild animals in violation of this section or s. NR 10.07(2) or (2m) shall remove
all feed or other material illegally placed or deposited when ordered by the department to do so.

(c) Landowners, lessees or occupants of any property where feed or other material in violation of this section or s. NR
10.07(2) or (2m) is present, shall remove all feed or other material illegally placed or deposited upon notification by the
department of the illegal activity if not otherwise removed in accordance with par. (b).

(d) No person may use or place feed in an automatic or elevated feeders that is designed to deposit feed on the
ground.

(2) FEEDING DEER AUTHORIZED.  (a) Affected area. This subsection applies statewide, except for those counties where
deer baiting and feeding is prohibited under par. (b).  

(b) Excluded area. Deer baiting and feeding is prohibited in entire counties where:
1. CWD eradication zones or herd reduction zones have been established in the county or a portion of the county, or
2. A CWD or bovine tuberculosis positive captive or free-roaming, domestic or wild animal has been confirmed after

December 31, 1997 from the county, or
3. The county or portion of the county is within a 10 mile radius of a captive or free-roaming, domestic or wild

animal that has been tested and confirmed to be positive for CWD or bovine tuberculosis after December 31, 1997.

(c) Inclusion of additional counties. 1. The department may add additional counties under par. (b) if they meet the
criteria established in par. (b)1., 2. or 3.

2. The prohibitions and exemptions in this subsection shall become effective upon issuance of an order and publication
in the official state newspaper. In addition, a notice of the order shall be provided to newspapers, legislators, and hunting license
outlets in the area affected.

(d)  Deer feeding. A person may place or deposit material to feed or attract wild deer for recreational and supplemental
feeding purposes outside of the counties where deer feeding is prohibited under par. (b), but may not place or allow the
placement of any feed material:

1.  At more than one feeding site for each owner-occupied residence or business.
2.  In excess of 2 gallons of feeding material within 50 yards of any owner occupied residence or business.
3.  More than 50 yards from an owner occupied residence or business.
4.  Within 100 yards from a roadway, as defined in s. 340.01 (54), Stats., having a posted speed limit of 45 miles per hour

or more.

Note:  s. 340.01(54), Stats., "Roadway" means that portion of a highway between the regularly established curb lines or that portion which is improved,
designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, excluding the berm or shoulder.  In a divided highway the term "roadway" refers to each roadway separately but not
to all such roadways collectively.

5.  That contains any animal part or animal by-product.
6.  Without the approval of the owner of the owner-occupied residence or business.
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(3) EXCEPTIONS. (a) This section does not prohibit any of the following activities: 
1.  Material placed solely for the purpose of attracting and feeding wild birds and small mammals when placed in bird

feeding devices and structures at a sufficient height or design to prevent access by deer and only when the structures and
devices are no further than 50 yards from a dwelling devoted to human occupancy. If the department determines that wild deer
are utilizing bird feeding devices or structures, the devices or structures shall be enclosed or elevated higher to prevent access
by deer.

2.  Feeding of wild animals, other than deer, elk or bear, by hand is allowed if:
 a.  Feed is placed not more than 30 feet away from the person feeding, and

b.  The person feeding makes all reasonable attempts to clean up the unconsumed feed before moving a distance
greater than 30 feet from the deposited feed.

3.  Feed is deposited by natural vegetation or found solely as a result of normal agricultural or gardening practices.
4.  Standing crops planted and left standing as wildlife food plots that may be used by wild animals.
5.  Feed material placed for deer or bear hunting or bear dog training as authorized under s. NR 10.07(2m). 
6.  Feed material placed for trapping as specified in s. NR 10.13. 
7. The use of decoys for non-hunting purposes.
8.  The placement of plain water for drinking or for bird baths.
9.  The use of scents, provided the material is not accessible for consumption by deer or elk or scent placed in

compliance with s. NR 10.07(2)(b)4. 
10.  Feed or bait material placed or used for fish, reptiles, amphibians or arthropods, provided the material is not

accessible to bear, deer or elk.
11.  Feeding of deer as authorized under sub. (2).

Note: These feeding rules do not apply to captive wild animals held and licensed under ch. 169, Stats.

Section 22. Finding. The emergency rule procedure, pursuant to s. 227.24, Stats., is necessary and justified in establishing
rules to protect the public health, safety and welfare. The state legislature has delegated to the department rule - making
authority in 2001 Wisconsin Act 108 to control the spread of Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) in Wisconsin. CWD, bovine
tuberculosis and other forms of transmissible diseases pose a risk to the health of the state’s deer herd and citizens and is a
threat to the economic infrastructure of the department, the state, it’s citizens and businesses. The state legislature has also
delegated to the department rule - making authority in 2003 Wisconsin Act 240 to regulate feeding of wild animals for non-
hunting purposes including recreational and supplemental feeding.  These restrictions on deer baiting and feeding need to be
implemented through the emergency rule procedure to help control and prevent the spread of CWD, bovine tuberculosis and
other forms of transmissible diseases in Wisconsin’s deer herd.

Section 23. Effective date. The rules shall take effect upon publication in the official state newspaper.

Section 24. Board adoption. The foregoing rules were approved and adopted by the State of Wisconsin Natural Resources

Board on  May 26, 2004.

Dated at Madison, Wisconsin on May 28, 2004.

STATE OF WISCONSIN
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

By Scott Hassett, Secretary
(SEAL)
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